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Al pogether frel presentations werne made in The
conference by ax-foreign ministers of Nepal
participated by senior bureawcrats, strategic
Akt senlor oy and podsee officisls, Eaders
of the vanous poditical parthes, acadamscs and
former ambassadors among others, There was

Crn:m for South Asian Studies [(C5AS) In
cooperation with Konrad Adenaver Stiftung |KA5)
Elrﬁil?'ll'i-l.'d a conlerence aon "Nepal's Foreign
Podicy: The Way Ahaad™ as part three of C5AS-
KAS Project on Mepal's National Interests in
Kathmando an Moy, 2F, 2010, The carmnar wad
conceteed keeping In mind the dire need 1o have

& kot ol media intesest in the conference a1 this
s, peerhapas the fiest time that five forrmer foreign
ménisters werne speaking on major theust arneas
of Megal's international relations exentse Tnoam
a singhe platform.

a scholary debate on the nation"s foniign palicy
durng the current transilienal period of the
country. It was also deemed necessary as the
Constitution drafting process currently being
undertaken by the Constituent Assembly  All five speakers agreed on the
demands a national comsensus across the political — observation that a holistic review of ..
spectrum on the main determinants of the our foreign policy priorities was

nation’s foreign policy. This would prove needed along with an effective
pivotal to protect our intenests, strengthen owr and strong leadership,

leverages, and enhance our effectivencss inthe  deweloping professional ..
condduct of diplomacy capahility af ous




dipiamiats and constanily eseEwing
regilonal and international

developments in order §o piotect
gnd promate i3 natkonal inberesis

Thiey adso underlined the importance
to regularly define and redefing o
nathonal vissen under which fore W
podicy pricrities of the country were
to be detesmined
Dwirengg Thie o day canference divided into
two sewsions, there were presontations by
former Fareign Minister and Vice Chairman
of Rastriva lanashaktl Party [RIF) Hor'Ble Dr.
Prakash Chandra Lohanl on "Nepal-U.5.
Relations', former Foreign Minister and
President of Madhesl lanadhikar Forum pary
|BAUF) Hon'ble Upendra Yaday on "Indo-Mepal
Retathans', farmer Fersgn Minister Ramesh
Nath Pandey on "Nepal's Fetations with China
and lapan’, former Foresgn BMinkster and the
WL leader Hon'ble Oy. Bam Sharan Mahat, an
‘Nepasl and the Eeropean Lnion” and lormes

f{;-ﬂfl."?{rl B el T T

Foreign F'."lll'-l:l.'l and former Permanant
Representatibae (o the Limited Natioms i e
York Kir. Shailendra Kumar Upadhaya on
‘Wepol and the nsted MNations. The Tact that
mast of the speakers were not anly foreign
ministers butl had alzo looked after other
impartant pgortfolios under the Nepal
gowernment in the past such as Finance
Infoarmation and Communications, Tourim
and |ndustry Brought st hend knoasedpe ani
understanding of the bilateral sswes on the
fare,

At the outset, C5AS Director Nishohal M
Fandey in his welcome address sald that the
correct handling of foreign aifairs i an
I!"iS-l!'Iﬁ'll.}llﬁi-[lerﬂl?l'l[l.'F'ﬂfl:lﬂH:llflE thee natioral
interest of any country and that Nepal was
waorking 1o despen our histoic ties, bulld new
partnerships, and work with exnsting
midtilateral organisatsons to pursue shared
interests and deepen engagement with our
AEghboureng Counirees

However, the ongoing period ol extended
podiscad instabaldy wathouwt & Comstifubon, and
without a functioning governmant are
obstaclies, sald Pandey referring to the
protracted poldical ransitica. Tha integrathn
and rehabilitation of former Maoist
combatants, post conflict recondifection of
our ravaged econsemyy, assemng Conirol g
the entire territony of the cowntry and kbeeping
a kel an owadely 1elt digcontent over the kack
of governance are some of the challenges to
gvercome, he sakd

AR this tirme of major international and reghonal
developments, Mepal's intemad political drivers
are pointing owands a phase of uhceriamnty,
lamented Pandey. The state focus has been
restricted purely on domeestic affairs but the
recalibration af owr conduct of niemations|
relations by preserving our mherent imberests
needs 1o get the priority,

Throwing light on the objectives of the
conference, KAS Director for Regional Program
(SAARE] Br. Tomisisy Delsihs stated that KAS

has been working in 120 countries all over thae
world ard EA% by its name has a bong tradition
if ERe feeld of demodoratie valuies nd $uppsoet
fior dhermpcratic thinking

Femindscing the works and endeasaours of the
Director af KAS for india Dr, Beatrice
Gorawantschy in the last two rounds of Nepal's
Hatbznal Interest Project on Federalism and
Emergy-Economy, Delinic said that the
foundation will continue to contribute ta the
positied deseloprment ol the ermenging of South
ALia hogho

Delivering her Keynote Address on the
oocEion, Ambassador ol the Federal Republic
ol Garmany to Mepal, HE Yerena Gealin von
Roedern sald that the history of Germany
Mepal Bilatesal ties i that of mutus trust
respect &nd support and that we haye coma
a bong way, with increased onowledge abount
cenee snatheer, deepened friendship and a strong
comemitrmsent 00 strenpihen these relaisons
She informed that the number of Nepalese
“udents studying in Gesmany has reached its
mghest level this year and the namber al
German tourists too has been steadily
increasing. From 2000-2008 the Official
Development Ald (ODA) to Nepal from
Germany has mounted 1o WSS 417 million a
an annuad average of US 5 46.3 millian, The
AmbBiassador was conlidant that German DDA
will contimue undnterrupted in the future also
“We have agreed to offer a credit line of B.5
midlign Eusos for companies working m fhe
held of renewable enprgy desvelopmaent, 8

milllion Euros for the hoalth sector
program and £ million Ewhes for Nepal
peace trust fund,” stated Ambassados
Hoedem

Talking of the delay in intreduceng a full
ihedged budget, the Ambassador said,
impediments in bringing out the
l:l:"'l'll:lh!'.E' budpet on time i nok without
negative impact wpon the officient
mplementation of our developrment
cooperation programs. Despife
cornsensus on crugial issues, the budget
shoubd ot have become & bargianing chip
beiween political parties, she sald
Updating the swdience about the objectives
iof German foneign policy and Germanys veew
on Nepal's peace peocess, the snvoy saild,
iGerman foreign minister has recognised two
lostal areas for German loreign policy: South
Asa and South Admenca, Mopal s situated oo
crucial geo-strategic location betveeen two
large and miportend nesghbours. Both of them
are developing rapidly and Nepal should reap
the bhenefits of this progress in its
nighbourhood, Nepal should see ity geo-
palitical lacation as a proamising challenge rod
as a threal

The Ambaisador asdiured that Germany
together with other actors within The
international community supported Mepal's
peace and the Constitution drafting processes
and heped to see Nepal &5 a vibrantly
demecratic and prosoerous nation. “"That is
why wi have time and again in the pas
eEprEssed Gur COMLEnT A50UT e sl ogress
in ther peace process”, she sald but cautioned
that the langer it taloes the mare desillusioned
ardd Frustrated the comeron peophs g get.




MNepal-India Relations

. Hon'ble Lipendro Yodow

The second paper shed light
on Negal - India relations,
whieh Hop ble Upendra
Yadav termed “spaecial
relations” bound By religuan,
culture, trade, history,
language, and matrimonial linkages §
facilitated by open borders and
Treadom ol mpwement ol people from
both the countries. Yadav's paper
it on the reality that peagraphical,
ecanamic and socko-cultural Tactors
have shapird Nepaldndia relations,
bath larrmally and miorma®y mosech o manner
that both cowntries arg Boamd Do maanvtain
chose cooperation and understanding at all
T,

He guoted King Prithed Marayan Shah that Kepal
15 @ pam betwesn two boulders’ and alfirmed
that Indian Influence and sSUpport In
overthrowing the Rana oligarchy made the
refations botween twio countrics mane strong
and viabde in the modern era. India™s influsnce
ower Mepal increased throughout the Tilties
Inclian miflitany mission was estabshed in 1952
Referring to what indian Prime Minister
Javaaharkal el said snssile Indlias parliarmseml
in 1954, Yaday sald, foreign podicy of Nepal
government would be coardinated with the
foraign policy of India. Howevar, it was
King Mahondra who discontimeed this policy
by taking advantage of the Sino-indian border
conflict and since the mid-Ers, Mepal began
voting differenthy as that of india in the UN

Exchange of high-level wisits has beegn the
hallmark of indo-Nepal relations during the
past fve decades, said the BMadhesi leader
Inifian econdmic assistance has played o key
rale in Mepal's development and there is
enormous possibility of turther enhancing the
belnterad relatsons in all elds. Nepal rémains
an important place for indian large skill
investmient in capital, technology and human

resources, On the Bsue of seourity relaned
sensitndities ol one another, Yaday suggested
that the Home Secretaries of both the
countries should mest more fréquently to
ellecirely address all sSwes Concerning cross
border crime and usage of one anather’s soll
by Inimical elemenis. The farmer Toreign
raEter sserted that Mepal should ot allow
i3 territory to be used against either of its
two nelghlours.

fs regards (o the on-geing peace process,
Hon'ble Yadav emphasized that the role of
india will b cruscial bn driving Nepal's peace
process after the departure of the LBBIN
Exprassing concern over the grospect of
LiMKYIN leaving Wepal in the midst of an
unfinished project on integration and
rehabilitation of fermer Maolst combatants,
Yadav said, UNMIN'S departure is going to
create a watuum 1hat will have 19 be (ifled by
India

Mepal and the United States of
America

Hon'ble Or. Prakash Chondra Lohani

The first paper acquasnted the audisnce with
the presenter's thearetical categarizatson ol
the existing global political order info
LUpErpOWET, greal powers, regional powert
and tiny powers. Labsllng the United States
the superpower and Nepal a tiny powaer, Or
Livhans claimed that syhethed o suDerpowes oF
a tiny power, no country can Ignore
saleguanging and promoting national imterest,
which is the wolé purpose ol international
relations. The protection and promotion of
naticnal interest constitutes the basis of
Bilateral and multilateral relationships

MeEmber of the Constituent Assemidy Dy
Lohani further explained his beliel that whether
i SUpETpOWEr OF & (e poved, each live Theee
baskc elements to purswe in thelr quest to
safeguard their interests; political, ecomamic
and security. These form a COMporTE picture
in the perception of national interest and
proside the bases for dalining relationships
between natians, The structure of each
campanent could ehange cved Lime whsth s
why a timely response to the new evolving
international sitwation i modl warranied, Fos
instance, the security perception of the LLS
saw 4 dramatic shilt post Sep. 11, 2001, The
econamic recession of 2008 furthermore
pointed to the imperative of a new fnancial
orger. Hirg D the perceplion of eComnmed

security witnessed a sea-change,
Lohami stated

Acporching tothe -I'.“:-'ll:lr{'lﬁ.l'laﬂ-ljlll"l-u'.ll'lll:l!
minister, Mepal's relations with the
U.ES necdi (o be viewad at two
different levels. Firstly, at the bilateral
leved, it ks the relationship between a
Liry Do aiming fof the corsoldation
of demoe racy, peace and prospeniy,
and a superpower with a Prospssrous
ECONOMY Dvén tand pway from our
border. Sepondly, Kepal
iz a member of a conflict rone i e. South fszia
and the United States belng a eritical
component of the strategic emingnment ol
thils region i certaindy going to be concermed
wilth asenls 16 Nepal it sees they wide
El”E'lI:l-"lli'. its inferests, notatly its sEeunty. Al
the bilageral level however, there is a broad
convergence beitween Nepal's national
interests and that of the Unlted Stapes.

Dv. Lohani informeed that Mepal s one of the
first countries in South Adia to ectablith
diplomatic relatsomns with The Lindted States
and in that sense Mepal is the ofdest friend ol
Ameerica in this reglon. Since then, America
has consestently supported and remained
sengitive 1o Nepal®s political interest of
strengthening sovereignty, integrity and
indepeEndence. Amedican policy ol poadwill
and friendship towards Nepal and respect for
Nepal's national Interests without being
influsnced’ by other nabions s by bosn
dooply appreciated within the country, He
hoped thal the an-going strategic dinlogue
imtiated by President Obama with

Mepal's nelghbouris] does not alter
this palicy,




China and Japan and Nepal's

Core Interests
. Ramesh Nath Pandey

The third paper on China and Japan

by Br. Baemseah Math Pardey poinled

out that Nepal's retatinans with these

twa countries hans remained largely

unaffected despite the changes in
POErnETHES, fegimes, and Comsiitutons inssde
Mepal or the ups and downs and lingering
bilateral problems between these two
COWREres Thamserses

While saying that national interest i5 the prime
ooncern for any coaentry, Pandey who was
mifesber 5 s i fis long polibos] career Lanl,
China and Japan are the fifth and sixth cowntries
meipecthiehy, with which Mepal inkoesd diplomatic
ties. Acoarding to ham, the pecture of globa
governance |5 slipping away from G20 to GF
to GE and now GF & emerging consisting of
just the United States and China. The rise of
iChina Is thus changing the world, He felt the
need to strategice a few critical poinls in lerms
of Sir forengn poley course tonwinds China and
asserted that no Dﬂ'llil'i-ill system or poiticad
party in Nepal would ever venture into
changing aour long-standing palicy of "One
Chima,”

Haetiser, seniows thsught needs 1D B grven
gwer thie Tack that cold war bebween Indka and
iChina that started some time ago has now
reached a phase of “war of words' with an

inEstabde clath ol interasis in thes fespetiive
zones of influence, Long-term strategic
imterests of India and China and thair dosire
to expand influence is compounding regional
secuiy cymamic Doth in Soudh A and South
East Asia, Such a scenarid has provsded Nepal
the opparfumty [or ibheade in Sandard af
living with sustained growth from a low-
income econamy 1o a modern high incomae
eoomaiy an [he one kand but 85 exposed
uis ko the risk of becoming a hatbed of reglonal
compietition, Pandey said that Nepalese often
hear fram Bath Indian and Chinese leaders
that ‘there i enough
space for both their
counlFEs 1o rise
simudtaneously’ and
such concillatory
slances adopied by
these rival powers
augers well for small
cauntries such as
ours. But we showld
abasys be wratchiud of
the tone of Sing
Indian relationd which
BeCoETes (ense diring
some periods and
calm during others

Pandey's also spoke on the new vista of
opportunity that Mepal could seipe due of its
pea-palitical lecation. The increasing trade
lies biElwesn IR and China could mean that
Nepal would be the shortest transit route to
Tibe1 and northern bndia. Pandey explained
that expansian ol road, rallway, and g links
between these regions of Ching and indla via
Mepal will be beneficial for the countryg

Borrowing American President Barack
Obama’s words, Pandiey waid, Indla s not just
& rsing porveer Bl has already rnisen. Such &
powerful india with ity dominant position
withan Mepal will obwiously be cautious of any
Chinese gvarunes To minimdne (15 tradvtional
leverages within Mepal, Hence, ufmost caution
i required from our political lesdership

Speaking on Japan, the ex-foreign minister
sald, Japan has been supgorting NHepal

relEntlessly (o past 54 yelrs in SConamic,
health and infrastructural development. Lately,
they have also supported Mepal's peace
i L

Our relations began after a ZTen Buddhist
jcholar Ekai Kawaguchi wisited Nepal an
larrary 26, 1899, He spent his two and a hall
yoars here. After the conclusion aff his wisit in
15003, a group of Nepall students visted lapan
for the first time for abroad study, "in
appreciation of Eaxwaguchi’'s contribution 1o
establishing people o peophe relatians, as
Minister for Information and Communstations,
| had the privilege to ssuve a postage stamp
an December B, 2002, he recalled.
For decades, our relations with the Imperal
Palace was an empartant element of the strong
band of closenbay with Jaian. AL 5 result, the
then Crown Prince and present Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko visited Nepal
Tavice. Crenin Prinde Naruhito, Prance Akshing
also wisited. Afver the declaration of a
ropublican order in Mepal, these highest level
Wititd not only eem Japan But frodm ather
couniries too have stopped completely. To
adkd bo our despair, the defeat of the LDP party
in the parlamentary elections in 2007 resulted
in poditical déssoniall of many of our old friends,
Bait we have been slow in builkling relabons
wiith v political leaders from the DR party,
he |amented

Pandey concluded by saying that at a time
wihien a new regional and glabal arder is being
estabished, there sheuld a substancs In our
foroign policy matched with swift action to
remiove dielicit of trust with owr {riends and
most impartantly, only owr naisonal inleresl
should guide the conduct of internatignal
relaticng

Nepal and the European Union

Hon'ble Dr. Rem Shoran Mohat

Dr. Mahat's paper spoke on the need to
evaluate Nepal's relations with the EL mot
only because of the positive role played
by EU countries including Germany in
Nepal's peace process but also because
of the increasing influential role likely to
be played by EU In coming years in the
world stage,

Dr. hMahat analysed the role of the EU in
the global stage and supggesied Mepal o
learn from political unity and the idea of
economic advamcement that binds
European nations, AL a time when small
countries ke Nepal are facing difficultiesa
im reaching to large markets and compete
glabally, single tarifl and single currency
syitem in European nations provides a lesson
and today the EU B competing with & huge
rmarket like that of the U S,

Thils is important for Nepal because we are
now being divided within oursebves along
ethime hines. It 5 imperative that &qen in the
post Tederal set-up, it shaould be a booderiess
union, of Barderless tesritory. There can be
nio trade barriers or shstructon in the freedom
of movement of people or trade and services

On Nepal's ralations with the EL, the e
foreign minister sakd, we need to make a
distinction between EU a1 an union of naticn
states and ELU as an snstitutemn. With the £
instifution, our official relations is sy recent
but Mepal has a long-standing relations with
thie memiber countries of the EL Boe Genmarny

Chiv trade relationds, Mon'ble Dr ..
Mlamat sasl, Euroge s o

largest market much bigge .

than that af the

United States. In fact,
Germany alone




accounted for bulk of our exports,
particularly carpets. it is necessary
for Mepalese priviate sector 1o see
Europe as a source of capital,

technology and knowledge

Arcofding 1o the NC leader, aur tea, coffes
and handicraft are already making their
pretence in Europe but until we can attrec

Europe’s capital, investment, technology and
entreprencurship, our market potential
remains Emited, Therefore, it o important for
us ko create business frendly ond o market
Friemtily politeal clmate. Unlariunately, (he
situation has not been favourable in the last
few years because of the rise of militancy,
Freguent siriked and Bandhs, Yet, the decade
of 905 was & beight perkod in terms ol pwerall
irvestment climate, We attracted imaesEmants
Frafry mLlt-natsshad companies. Export secbod
was doing wory well, Dur export earnings
fimanced as much a5 57 to 67 porcent of our
irmipadt Ball. Today i herdly covers 16 1o 17
PErCEnN] Uinfortunat ely, ioday we Impor
ahaut six times more than what we suport
This is & sad state of affairs because in this
madern warkd either "you oxport oF you
perish’'

Dr, Mahat who has looked after the Finance
portiolio several imes amented over Mepal's
eurrent irade deficit worth abaut U5 S 3 billion
and the need to buy Indian currency with the
hard earned dollars sent by our citizens
labauring in Gulf couninies.

Responding to participants’ quenes on Mepal's

fragile peace process, Hon'ble Mahat argued
that political actors of Nepal themsebses will
be able to handle the ongoing peace process
and 1ake it 1o & logical corchusion even in tha
absence of UNBIN. The Speclal Commiiiee
should be able 1o do the job that the LUNKMIN
was daing and that the real task now it not
fo monitor but to start the process of
integration and rehabilitation of the former
Maoist combatants

Nepal and the United Nations
Shadendro Kumar Lipodiope

Mr. Upadhaya's paper claborated the
contributions of Mepal in the Undled Matsons
since 1955 in thes mternatsonal body's noble
objective of maintaining ghobal peace and
Lecurity, Whether on the istues of anti-
colonialism, anti-racksm, apartheid, middle
eagt situation, disarmament itiues ar
peloekEEping Mepal s rade m the United
Matians has been 3 hallmark of ouwr diplematic
Figtomry

Mir. Upadhaya who was olso PR 1o United
Matsons said that Nepal wis lecied bade to
thie UM Security Countl irn the past oweig to
cur significant contribution and oy
international Wanding but unforunately Repal
Iost the saime elacisnn n 2006

in 1958 Nepal contributed by sonding a few
sy offioers to the Uinited Nations Obderver

mmitgsion in Lebanon and later in the India-
Pakistan Border. In 1974, after Ehe Yom Kappar
war, for the first time large number of
Mepalese soldiers wene deployed im tha Sinal
to svosd confromtation

betwesn Israel and Egypt and other Arab

states. Im last 36 years Nepal has participated
in almost 29 peace keeping operations and
hars today built an image of an effective peace
ke pr

im thee United Nations Lvw of the Sea
Canferencs Nl Nepal submitted a résolulion
1D EewhancE the rights of tevesimng ool Erees
which dreswr the attorticen of the International
community, Howeved, the opposition of
Countries with long coasts who banelited with
exclusive economic rones divided the
countried in the Group of 77, However, the
Nepalese propasal of Common Heritage
Forum should not be considered buried, he
iaad,
K. Uipaidhaya said that the URBAIN has been
doing 15 job but the peace process In onder
o reach a logical conclusion has to depend
on the poitical parses in the governmsent amd
the opposition to take the challenge weriously
and faitkfully. The politcal parties failed o
Lepp up o their promises to the peopla,
L#RAIN's rodie was ondy to facilitate the process
which solely depended ipon the actity and
u-"llﬂl:'rﬁll.lll'l-ﬂ'l'l-ﬁ of the politicad FRArEhEs, Now
wlsl 15 poeng o Lakeup the role of the LN
Howe wall Thir peace proacess conclude gcally r
This question has (o be addresaed seriously
io satisly the people who are longing for
peace, This ssue | very much in the nabional
interest, Upadhaya concluded




