religious violence has alterad from
arsons and looting to open usage of
WEEPORS, Henoe, Inter-religious
cortlict is likely to remain a potential
chalienge to the country’s social
harmomy”, she $3id,

The final paper on “Maintaining

Religlous Harmony: Issues and
Recommendations”™ by Mishchal N, Pandey,
Director of the ©5AS said that the proo® of how
several faiths lived side by side enjoymg frust
and mitual respect in Nepal & Inthe fact that
there had rarely been a civil disturbance in the
name of religlon In the past. Hindus regard
Buddha as an Incarration of Yishnu as (L Is
customary for many Buddhists to visit Hindu
temples, There wad absolutely no anlmosity
between Hinduism and Christianity, Missionary
schools = 5% Xavier's and 5t, Mary's opened in
the 50s produced the country's most successiul
doctors, engineers, businessmen, Army Generals
and even journalists and these dre still regarded
a% respected instltutions of learning.
Politicization of religion and regular addiction
of politicians to provoke tension 3mMong various
religious groups for volte bank politics is a
tendency that has to be nipped at the bud and
the pluraiistic culture of the Nepalese needs 1o
be nurtured

Pandey however was concemed that the entire
South Asian region was in no shortage of vanous
forms of religious fundamentalismsuch as Hindu
militancy, Christian assertivensass, Sikh identity,
overly hationallst Buddhism and Wahabi brand
of Islam, He reminded the audience that
Mahatma Gandhl was assassinated by a Hindu
fanatic and Presldent 5W.R.D Bandaranalke by
& Buddhist monk. In Paklstan, a Governor has
recently been assassinated far trying to uphold
the rights of minorities and in Bhutan and
Bangladesh too, there have been instances of
vandalism of relighous shrines of minontles In
Afghanistan, the Taliban vandals destroved the

famous Bamivan Buddha because they wewed
it as "un-lstamic’

Despite- being located. in this Ffapatical
neighbarhood, harmonization of religious
practices and methods of worship in Mepal had
been a factor of great admiration aver the years
[but] things are changing swiftly and
paoliticizateon of religion is making rapd in-mads.
Contours of secularism remains amblgutus,
Hingdu extremism is on the rise, Christians nd
Muslims have been subjected to violent attacks
hance they aré also dsserting thelr rights. This
has led to friction and tension in the otherwise
peaceful sockety, Pandey oplned.
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Challenges to Secularism in Nepal
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The Centre for South Asian Studies (CSAS) in
cooperation with the Konrad Adenauer Sziftung
(KAL) organired a one-day conference on
‘Challenges to Secularizm in Mepal” on April 1,
2011 In Kathimandu. |t was part -5 of the Nepai's
Mational interests project that the CSAS is
undertaking with the suppart of the KAS since
L0059, First of its kind to be held in the country,
the conference had five well anaklyzed academic
papers provoking alternate thinking and free
and frark discussions on the newly introduced
secular credentials of Nepal since 2006. About
L0 particlpants representlng the universities,
academia, siTetegic community, security services
and the media were part of the Iatellectual
EXErcise

Presenting his paper an "Secularism In Mepal:

An Assessment of Future Challenges’ Prol.
Rabindra Ehanal of the Department of Palitical
science, Tribhuvan Uiniversity briefly outfined
the background of the evalution of the secular
bdeals whilch was first declareo by virtue of the
interim Constitution of 2006. "It came a3 a
surprise to manmy people because the concept
was new for them even though the discussion
was going for sometime among the ethnic
communities and the Hberal activisis in
Eathmandu. Ethnle groups and minority mellgious
groups wha had legitimately felt

alienated by the Hindu character of ..
the state rejolced overit. it
was 3 political decision made
by parfiament but the
declslon was made In




haste without adeguate public
debate and discussion”;, he said.
While talking about secularism in
the past, the country was never
officially declared as “tecular’ but
glways practiced religious tolerance.
Despite the Implementation al
Hindu laws, other religlons ahw'ays
received considerable respect. The Lichhawi King
Mandev for ekample was a devotee of Lord
Vishnu but he erected Buddhist stupas and took
their guardianship. The Malla Kings were also

Hindus but their dealings with Buddhists were
not discriminatory, Prithvl Narayan Shah
banished the Christian missionaries not because
of his hatred io the religion butl dus ta his feay
of British Imperfalism, But now that we are
already an officially declared secular country,
Prof. Khanal felt thal the concept in the Mepall
context faces challenges from two fronts
simultaneously:- Externally imposed secularism
and 3 reactive Hindu natlonalism that clalms to
be based on indigenous political culture but
they Loo get support from groups outside the
country, While suggesting some concrele
sUEgestons in order to make secularism work
in the country, Prof. Khanal stated:- & Common
Civil Code acceptable o all citizens througnout
the country 1s the pnme need of the hour. Since
these lawi in the past were codified and
implemented from the Hindu religious
Iteratures, these have ta be nullifled and new
Ivws based on secular aspects as will as natural
laws need to be implemented. Simitarty, school

curriculum needs to be based on secular
princlples, Traditional cultural and moral values
from a particular religipus brand need 16 beé
revised, All Newari rituals and festivals arg
somehow connected with the head of state,
particularly with the Shah Kings. The presence
of the head of state |5 required while
worshipping Gods and Goddesses during several
festivals of Kathmandu. 1t i5'yet to be seen what
happens If a Muslim or a Christlan becomes the
President of this country, Prof. Khanal queried
He also questioned the rationale of providing
Bashain aflowance for Hirdus ang grant Tor Ha|
piigrmage after we have siready become
secular, atherwise the state needs 1o Suppat
religious acuvities of all the religions
Second paper on Secularism and the Challenges
Faced by Nepal® by Mr. Prakash Rimal, Deputy
Editor of The Himaolayan Times introguced sormes
theoretical understanding of secularism i.e
deep respect even for Indbhvidudls and small
groups, aquality of all the people, rational
approach to problem solving through
examination of facts and a society without a
comman ideal type of behavior, However, for
the first time [0 Mepal, the majority Hindus ars
becoming aware and self-conscious about their
identity because of the slow decline of their
population from BR.8 percanl of the total
population in 1952/54 to 86.5 percent in 1891
to BOLE percent in 2011, "The Census being
carried out this vear [2011], will surely have
more startling revelations to make in terms of
charge In rellgious demography”, he said
Assossing the dangerous rise of fundamentalism
in Nepali spciety, Rimal quoted several scholars
thar viewed it as "arising from a sense of
alienation on the one hand and resentment
against unfair exclusion, whether political;
BConomic or social”

Militant groups, weak policing or lack of
intelligence on their real intentions, diverse
ethnic groups and often changing demands

pertaining to protection of their culture and
religion, role of palitical parties which althoush
cautious for now could be lncited in the future
to maks an impact on vote bank politics tngether
with the role of prosalyte movements - all need
10 be watched very corefully by the state in
order to ensure that sacularlsm (€ not hijacked
to sarve interests of a particular section.
Jowrnalist Rimal however was optimistic of the
role of the judiciary in the country together with
the role of the media which has restrained itself
from instigating ethnic or religious sentiments.

Ancther paper on The Hindu Swayamsevak
Sangh and Hinduvta In Nepal: Challenges and
Future' by Amitsh Raj Mulml, Features Editor of
The Kathmandu Post provided a lot af useful
information on the structure, recruiting process,
cross-border linkages and growing mfluence of
an extreme rignt wing arganization such as the
H55 which has the sole agenda of promoting
Hindu nationalism in South Asia. The H35%s
chapter office according to Mulmi was set-up
in 1992 in Nepal and has today opened up offices
in 35 districts {mostly in the terai] with known
networks in 53 districts. It could try to maks
militant Hindu nationaiism palatabie to groups
that have felt alienated by "‘New Nepal’ and
perhaps even reinvent itselil radicaily and use
religion as a tool for political mobitization as its
parent arganization did in the 80 in India.
However, according to Mulmi, as of naw it is
stifl an incipient organization while its propased
design to rouse fanaticism s also 3t 3 nascent

stage. “The state has to be aware of the
disconnect between the new secular state and
the old pillars of Hindu culiure that permeats
Mepali socety”, he said.

The fourth paper on "The Nepall Society,
Secularism and Minority Religlous Groups” by
Lecturer Monika Timsina of the Padma Kanya
Carmpus sald that the histary of Christraniny
dates back to the ‘lli-ﬂ-I cemtury when a few
Catholics from Rome came to Mepal, met with
Malls kings and started evangelzm, About 600
Mewars were converted and churches were
established. in Kathmandu valley. However,
according to available historkcal accounts from
1768 until the middle of the Eﬂth century, the
Mustimaz skone with Christians were treated 35
virtual outcastes both socially and politically as
they were viewed 2s foreigners. Ms. Timsina
also informed that after the declaration of
secularism in the country, a group of Christians
have established 3 FM radio station to spread
religlous mestage to the people. “They probably
feft the need to establish such a station because
the state cantralled Radio and tw stations
overwhelmingly broadéast Hindu religious

.
programs and messages. Since there are no laws
for the registration of Churches, more than 309
Churches in the walley amd Christian
organizations are having bo register
a5 MGOs,

Like other speakers, she also
ppined that religious conflict
in Mepal is rising and
the form of inter




